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EFH and therefore no consultation is
required.

List of Subjects in 50 CFR Part 635

Fisheries, Fishing, Reporting and
recordkeeping requirements, Treaties.

Dated: October 26, 1999.
Andrew A. Rosenberg,
Deputy Assistant Administrator for Fisheries,
National Marine Fisheries Service.

For the reasons set out in the
preamble, 50 CFR part 635 is amended
as follows:

PART 635—ATLANTIC HIGHLY
MIGRATORY SPECIES

1. The authority citation for part 635
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 971 et seq. and 16
U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

2. In § 635.27, introductory paragraph
(a) and paragraphs (a)(4)(i) and (iii) are
revised to read as follows:

§ 635.27 Quotas.
(a) BFT. Consistent with ICCAT

recommendations, NMFS will subtract
any allowance for dead discards from
the fishing year’s total U.S. quota for
BFT that can be caught and allocate the
remainder to be retained, possessed, or
landed by persons and vessels subject to
U.S. jurisdiction. The total landing
quota will be divided among the
General, Angling, Harpoon, Purse Seine,
Longline, and Trap categories.
Consistent with these allocations and
other applicable restrictions of this part,
BFT may be taken by persons aboard
vessels issued Atlantic Tunas permits or
HMS Charter/Headboat permits.
Allocations of the BFT landings quota
will be made according to the following
percentages: General - 47.1 percent;
Angling - 19.7 percent, which includes
the school BFT held in reserve as
described under paragraph (a)(7)(ii) of
this section; Harpoon - 3.9 percent;
Purse Seine - 18.6 percent; Longline -
8.1 percent; and Trap - 0.1 percent. The
remaining 2.5 percent of the BFT
landings quota will be held in reserve
for inseason adjustments, to compensate
for overharvest in any category other
than the Angling category school BFT
subquota or for fishery independent
research. NMFS may apportion a
landings quota allocated to any category
to specified fishing periods or to
geographic areas. BFT landings quotas
are specified in whole weight.
* * * * *

(4) Purse Seine category quota. (i) The
total amount of large medium and giant
BFT that may be caught, retained,
possessed, or landed by vessels for
which Purse Seine category Atlantic

Tunas permits have been issued is 18.6
percent of the overall U.S. BFT landings
quota. The Purse Seine fishery under
this quota commences on August 15
each year.
* * * * *

(iii) On or about May 1, NMFS will
make equal allocations of the available
size classes of BFT among purse seine
vessel permit holders so requesting.
Such allocations are freely transferable,
in whole or in part, among vessels that
have Purse Seine category Atlantic
Tunas permits. Any purse seine vessel
permit holder intending to land bluefin
tuna under an allocation transferred
from another purse seine vessel permit
holder must provide written notice of
such intent to NMFS, at an address
designated by NMFS, 3 days before
landing any such bluefin tuna. Such
notification must include the transfer
date, amount (mt) transferred, and the
permit numbers of vessels involved in
the transfer. Trip or seasonal catch
limits otherwise applicable under
§ 635.23(e) are not altered by transfers of
bluefin tuna allocation. Purse seine
vessel permit holders who, through
landing and/or transfer, have no
remaining bluefin tuna allocation may
not use their permitted vessels in any
fishery in which Atlantic bluefin tuna
might be caught, regardless of whether
retained.
* * * * *
[FR Doc. 99–28464 Filed 10–27–99; 11:33
am]
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Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic
Zone Off Alaska; Pollock by Vessels
Catching Pollock for Processing by the
Inshore Component in the Bering Sea
Subarea

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.
ACTION: Inseason adjustment; request for
comments.

SUMMARY: NMFS issues an inseason
adjustment closing the season for
pollock by vessels catching pollock for
processing by the inshore component in
the Bering Sea subarea of the Bering Sea
and Aleutian Islands management area

(BSAI). This adjustment is necessary to
prevent the underharvest of the 1999
pollock total allowable catch (TAC)
specified to the inshore component in
the Bering Sea subarea of the BSAI.
DATES: Effective 1800 hrs, Alaska local
time (A.l.t.),October 26, 1999, until 2400
hrs, A.l.t., December 31, 1999.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Andrew Smoker, 907–586-7228.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: NMFS
manages the groundfish fishery in the
BSAI according to the Fishery
Management Plan for the Groundfish
Fishery of the Bering Sea and Aleutian
Islands Area (FMP) prepared by the
North Pacific Fishery Management
Council under authority of the
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act.
Regulations governing fishing by U.S.
vessels in accordance with the FMP
appear at subpart H of 50 CFR part 600
and 50 CFR part 679.

In accordance with section 206(b)(1)
of the American Fisheries Act, 50
percent of the remainder of the pollock
TAC in the BSAI after the subtraction of
the allocation to the pollock Community
Development Quota and the subtraction
of allowances for the incidental catch of
pollock by vessels harvesting other
groundfish species shall be allocated as
a directed fishing allowance to catcher
vessels harvesting pollock for
processing by the inshore component.
The Final 1999 Harvest Specifications of
Groundfish for the BSAI (64 FR 12103,
March 11, 1999), and subsequent
reallocation (64 FR 56474, October 20,
1999), established the final 1999 amount
of pollock allocated for processing by
the inshore component of the Bering Sea
subarea as 424,187 metric tons.

In accordance with § 679.20(d)(1)(iii),
the Regional Administrator finds that
this directed fishing allowance soon
will be reached. Consequently, NMFS is
prohibiting directed fishing for pollock
by vessels catching pollock for
processing by the inshore component in
the Bering Sea subarea of the BSAI.

Current information shows the
catching capacity of vessels catching
pollock for processing by the inshore
component is in excess of 5,000 mt per
day.

Section 679.23(b) specifies that the
time of all openings and closures of
fishing seasons other than the beginning
and end of the calendar fishing year is
1200 hrs, A.l.t. The Administrator,
Alaska Region, NMFS, has determined
that the remaining portion of the
allocation to the inshore component
would be underharvested if a 1200 hrs
closure were allowed to occur.
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NMFS, therefore, in accordance with
§ 679.25(a)(1)(i), is adjusting the season
for pollock by vessels catching pollock
for processing by the inshore
component in the Bering Sea subarea by
closing directed fishing at 1800 hrs,
A.l.t., October 26, 1999. NMFS is taking
this action to prevent the underharvest
of the pollock allocation to vessels
catching pollock for processing by the
inshore component in the Bering Sea
subarea of the BSAI as authorized by
§ 679.25(a)(2)(i)(C). In accordance with
§ 679.25(a)(2)(iii), NMFS has
determined that closing the season at
1800 hrs on October 26, 1999 is the least
restrictive management adjustment to
harvest the pollock allocated to vessels
catching pollock for processing by the

inshore component in the Bering Sea
subarea of the BSAI and will allow other
fisheries to continue in noncritical areas
and time periods.

Maximum retainable bycatch amounts
may be found in the regulations at
§ 679.20(e) and (f).

Classification

This action responds to the TAC
limitations and other restrictions on the
fisheries established in the 1999 harvest
specifications for groundfish for the
BSAI. Without this inseason adjustment,
the pollock allocation for vessels
catching pollock for processing by the
inshore component in the Bering Sea of
the BSAI could be underharvested, by
5,000 mt, resulting in an economic loss

of more than five hundred thousand
dollars.

Under § 679.25(c)(2), interested
persons are invited to submit written
comments on this action to the above
address until November 12, 1999.

This action is required by § 679.22
and is exempt from review under E.O.
12866.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: October 26, 1999.

Richard W. Surdi,
Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 99–28438 Filed 10–27–99; 10:21
am]
BILLING CODE 3510–22–F
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